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The Southern District of New York honors the following firms and organizations that filed Notices of
Pro Bono Counsel in 2023. During the year, approximately 125 lawyers appeared as pro bono counsel

to 90 litigants.

We thank all our participants in the pro bono program for the support they have provided to the pro se

litigants and the Court.
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Pro bono representation comes in many forms: trial, settlement conferences, depositions and discovery,
mediations. We recognize that many of the participants listed above took on more than one case last
year, and also that other lawyers and firms provide substantial out-of-court advice and counsel behind
the scenes on a pro bono basis; this too is essential work for which we extend our gratitude.



The legendary Judge Edward Weinfeld famously said, “Every case is different, and every case is
important because it is important to the parties in that case.” Many of the litigants who received pro bono
representation last year handled cases implicating constitutional rights and important civil rights issues
— from employment discrimination to conditions of confinement and use of force. Others represented
clients in cases involving important commercial rights. Some of the plaintiffs who were represented by
pro bono counsel would otherwise have had to litigate a case from a prison or jail. Whatever the subject
or scope of the pro bono representation or the outcome, connecting indigent litigants with high quality
representation has been a priority of the legal profession since its inception. Even where litigants do not
prevail, pro bono representation ensures that their inability to hire an attorney did not limit their
opportunity to be heard. And the Court benefits from the cumulative effect of pro bono service too: with
timely appearances by responsible pro bono counsel, cases move along more swiftly and judges are able
to address more cases more thoroughly and more efficiently.

We thank you for your service to the court and its litigants.

January 30, 2024

Laura Taylor Swain
Chief United States District Judge



